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The 215t Week in Ordinary Time
23" August 2020

Celebration of Mass.

It is now compulsory to wear a face mask in church — even if you are very beautiful.
There is now no need to register to attend the weekend Masses just sign your name and the
number in your group, on entry to Church.

To ensure the safety of people attending Mass there are teams of stewards to guide people
before, during and after Mass, and a team of cleaners to clean the church after each service.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before weekday Masses (except Tuesday) from
9.30 a.m. —9.45 a.m.

Confessions at St Joseph's on Saturday 9.30 a.m. and 4.45 - 5.15 p.m., in the SACRISTY
and at St Patrick’s on Sunday after 9.00 a.m. Mass.

Times of Masses:

Saturday 22™ Vigil 5.30 p.m. Deceased Members of Dwyer Family
Sunday 23™ 21'Sunday  9.00 a.m. (St Pat’'s) People of the Parish
10.30 a.m. Muriel Cecilia Foster (An)
Monday 24% St Bartholomew 9.00 a.m. Service of the Word and
Holy Communion
Tuesday 25" NO Evening Mass — attending reception of Fr. Fitzgerald’s remains
in St. Joseph's, Brighouse.
Wednesday 26™ Weekday 10.00 a.m. Martha & Rodney Greenwood
(Wedding An)
Thursday 27t St Monica 10.00 a.m. (St Pat’'s) Refugees
Friday 28" St Augustine 10.00 a.m. Dead List
Saturday 28 StJohnthe 10.00 a.m. SVP & Friends
Baptist
Vigil 5.30 p.m. Special Intention (JD)
Sunday 30™ 22" Week in  9.00 a.m. (St Pat’s) Francis Livsey
Ordinary Time 10.30 a.m. People of the Parish

Mass Intentions received: Stella Scrivener (A); Malcolm Geldard (A); Martha & Rodney
Greenwood (Wed An); Staff of Whalley Abbey.

Numbers at Masses: Wed : 18 Thurs: 13; Fri: 17; Sat: 10.00 a.m. 19; 5.30 p.m. 18;
Sunday 9.00:18; 10.30:23 Mon:6; Tues:9. Total: 141

Donations this week: From the baskets: £478.75 - Many thanks.

Stewards: The whole parish is extremely grateful to all who so willingly volunteered to look
after the church and sanitise the benches. There are parishes in Leeds Diocese who only have
a very limited number of Masses because they are unable to get enough volunteers to be
stewards. If anyone else would like to volunteer, please let us know. (01282 812204)



Celebration of Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals may take place in church following the
social distancing regulations. This means a maximum of 30 people can be present, and no
congregational singing. Care needs to be taken about anointing and pouring of water in the
case of Baptisms.

St Vincent de Paul Society: We are aware of the impact Covid 19 is having on the lives of
some people and wish to offer help and support where we can. What we can do is restricted
but we can offer a telephone service chatting to the housebound and lonely; someone will run
local errands and we have limited funds to provide financial support. The school holidays are
costly, providing food and activities to keep children happy and occupied. The impending new
school term can also be a financial burden. We will do what we can to help. If you are making a
referral on behalf of someone (please obtain their permission first) or wish to make a donation
to the SVP please contact Fr. Firth, Kath Altham (01282 813806) or a member of the SVP.

Cleaning: We need volunteers to clean St Joseph’s on Friday morning after 10.00 a.m. Mass
— HELP please!

Devotion is very strong in our area to GOD. | have noticed this devotion in our streets and
roads. People are really willing to walk the extra mile because of their devotion. They are
often more than willing to part with their money in expressing their devotion to GOD.

Some people even express their devotion with stickers at the back of the cars “GOD is not just
for Christmas but for life.” They talk to anyone who will listen about their enthusiasm and pre-
occupation with GOD. The only thing that baffles me is that they write the word backwards!!

Special Prayers

Lillian Price — Jennie Hendley — Jim Kelly — Marie & Bob Fletcher — Mary Posiko — Margaret
DeVito — Phyllis Kirrage — Val Kaynell — Mark Hoare — Dale McLaughlin — Marie Keating — Max
Hudson — Peter Catley — Stan Nelson — Paul Wood - Tony Atherton - Jennifer Purcell — Pat
Maloney — Clifford Ball - Mandy McLaughlan — Vincent Reeves - Marion Wilson.

Please pray for these and for the comfort of anyone suffering in any way. Please also
remember the recently deceased and those whose anniversaries occur about this time.

Sermon

“I will give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven ...”

1. Some time ago | heard a tale about the importance of keys in life especiaily the
significance of yale keys. Someone was standing outside their house in my last parish
when a gust of wind blew the door shut.

Unfortunately, the door locked itself because the snip for the yale was not up. At 10:00
a.m. in the morning this poor man was standing outside his house with no means of
getting back into his house. However, one other person had a key. He telephoned
them but discovered the other key holder was out. Repeated telephone calls showed
the keyholder was out for the day and did not have his mobile phone with him. Even
the poor locked out man’s car keys were locked in his house!

/continued ...



Eventually he found himself in a Catholic friends house until the bearer of the spare
keys came back at 5:00 p.m. A long and frustrating wait of seven hours eventually
came to an end. Keys play an important element in our lives. House keys, car keys,
office keys, safe keys. Losing a key can bring real anxiety, make us feel vulnerable or
even lost. A key can give us a sense of security, or even a certain amount of influence
or power.

2 “| give you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven” the words of Christ to Simon the
fisherman. The Lord also gave Simon a new name, Peter which means ‘rock’
(remember the word ‘petrified’ meaning to turn to stone).

Why was Simon Peter being given the keys of the Kingdom? Did he deserve such a
mind blowing offer? Well it was Simon Peter who, on behalf of the other Apostles
standing around him had declared that Jesus of Nazareth was in fact the ‘Son of the
living God'! He publicly declared his faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Peter was the
spokesman for the others, the first of the Apostles, and so Christ gave him the keys of
the Kingdom.

3. We too can be involved in the same process of faith. The gates of the Kingdom can be
unlocked for us if we follow Peter and proclaim our faith. If we live our lives as if they
really depended upon our relationship with Christ; not simply as a part-time friend but
as giving the central purpose and meaning of all that we do. Words and a vague feeling
are a beginning, but they are not enough.

4. Atfter Christ had been killed and buried but then returned in His resurrection, the Lord
took Peter aside. But at the crisis after Our Lord’s arrest, Simon Peter had crumpled
and denied that he knew Jesus the Nazarene in spite of him having a northern accent
like the Nazarene! So Jesus provoked Simon Peter by asking him three times “Do you
love me?”, “Do you love me?”, “Do you love me more than these others do?”

Christ searched to the very core of Peter’s heart; it must have brought tears to the
rugged face of the fisherman.

5 Christ is equally demanding of St. Peter's successor. The Lord gave Simon a new
name when He called him to be the leader of the Apostles — Peter. Jorge Bergoglio
took a new name on becoming St. Peter’'s 266" successor “Francis” in memory of one
of history’s most charismatic saints. If we take to heart the teachings of St.
Peter's successor Pope Francis, we will not stray away from Christ. The Lord uses the
Pope as a spokesman for the whole Church. He has the key of heaven. We can share
it too by ever striving to deepen our relationship and dependency on Christ.

We have received the treasures of Christ’s revelation — direct access to God our
Creator: we should try and share what we have received, open the treasures for
others, to make them aware how precious, like the story of the gold hidden in the field
or the pearl beyond price. Share freely what you have been given freely by Christ.

Remember with confidence the other words of Christ “And the gates of the underworld
can never hold out against it.”

Canon Kevin Firth

Airedale Hospital Chaplain:
If you require Fr Michael McLaughlin please phone 01535 653153



22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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THE WORD

'fear A Psaltér Week 2

SAY

“Lord, help me to follow
you faithfully. Give me
the courage to take up
my cross if I have to.
Amen.”

In today’s Gospel Jesus prepares his disciples for the ordeal he is about to

face in Jerusalem.

He tells them he will suffer greatly and be put to death, and that he will be raised up on
the third day. The disciples are appalled. Just a little earlier Peter had declared Jesus to be
the Messiah. In the Jewish mind the Messiah was associated with glory and victory, not
suffering and death. If Jesus was the Messiah, he could not suffer and die.

Peter decides to point this out to Jesus. “Heaven preserve you, Lord,” he says. “This must
not happen to you.” But Jesus turns on Peter and denounces him in harsh language: “Get
behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my path.” Peter must have been gobsmacked by
the violence of Jesus' response. Only a short while before, Jesus had told Peter he would
be the rock upon which he would build his Church; now Jesus tells him that what he has

said belongs to the realm of Satan.

Without realising it, Peter was playing the role of Satan, tempting Jesus to follow the

path of an earthly messiah, full of glory and prestige, rather than keep to his Father’s plan.
Peter failed to understand the mission of Jesus. For Jesus, the only thing that mattered
was proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom. He knew that some would not like his
message, and that it would ultimately cost him his life. But he knew too that if it came to a
choice between saving his skin or being true to his Father, there was only one decision he
could make. He could not betray God even if it meant saving his life because it would be
death for him; he would no longer be united with God.

Jesus knew that fidelity to the Father would mean having to take up his cross, and that
anyone who wished to follow him would have to take up his or her cross too. But he
assures his disciples that it is a price worth paying — for it is the guarantee of eternal life. @

REFLECT

he monks had a major decision to
I make. An Islamic insurgency was

taking place in Algeria, and many
lives were being lost. A community
of French Trappists had lived in the
monastery of Tibhirine for decades,
in harmony with the local Muslim
population. Now, their harmony was
being disrupted, and the monks had to
decide whether to get out of the country.
They chose to remain. Despite the
growing danger, and the death threats
they faced, they decided to stand in
solidarity with the townspeople. On the
night of 26-27 March 1996, terrorists
seized seven of the monks and took them
away. Two months later, their bodies were
discovered. They had given their lives out
of love for God and God'’s people.

Like those Trappist monks, countless
Christians have given their lives for

the Gospel over the centuries. It's still
happening. If anything, the numbers are

increasing. Remember Fr Jacques Hamel,
the elderly French priest murdered in
July 2016 while he celebrated Mass in

a Normandy church. Or the image of a
long line of young men kneeling in an
arid desert, each with a sword-wielding
executioner standing behind him. They
were being martyred simply because they
were Coptic Christians.

Martyrdom takes other forms, too.

As Pope Francis states in Gaudete et
Exsultate: "Persecutions are not a reality
of the past, for today too we experience
them, whether by the shedding of blood,
as is the case with so many contemporary
martyrs, or by more subtle means, by
slander and lies. Jesus calls us blessed
when people ‘utter all kinds of evil against
you falsely on my account.” At other
times, persecution can take the form of
gibes that try to caricature our faith and
make us seem ridiculous.”

Think about your life and your priorities. Do
vou follow the way of the world or the way
of Christ?

PRAY

It is so difficult to follow Jesus. Even Peter,
the first Pope, found it hard. In last Sunday’s
Gospel he is praised for correctly identifying
who Jesus is; now Jesus rebukes him for
opposing the cross. Pray for all Christians,
that we may constantly strive to follow Jesus
to the best of our ability.

LEARN

To be a follower of Christ often means going
against the values of the world we live in.

|

The Christian is one who puts God first — at
whatever cost.

In our modern society, to say you are

a practising Catholic is to invite scorn.

" Jesus himself warns us that the path

he proposes goes against the flow, even
making us challenge society by the

way we live and, as a result, becoming

a nuisance,” writes Pope Francis. “He
reminds us how many people have been,
and still are, persecuted simply because
they struggle for justice, because they
take seriously their commitment to God
and to others. Unless we wish to sink into
an obscure mediocrity, let us not long for
an easy life, for ‘whoever would save his
life will lose it."

“In living the Gospel, we cannot expect
that everything will be easy, for the
thirst for power and worldly interests
often stands in our way,” warns Francis.
Risking all for the sake of the Gospel is a
guarantee of the promise of heaven. &



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for | ery to you all
the day long.

O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

full of mercy to all who call to you.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

God of might, giver of every good gift,

put into our hearts the love of your name,

so that, by deepening our sense of reverence,

you may nurture in us what is good

and, by your watchful care,

keep safe what you have nurtured.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

Jeremiah 2073

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

You have seduced me, Lord, and | have let
myself be seduced;

you have overpowered me: you were the
stronger.

| am a daily laughing-stock,

everybody's butt.

Each time | speak the word, | have to howl

and proclaim: “Violence and ruin!”

The word of the Lord has meant for me

insult, derision, all day long.

| used to say, “l will not think about him,

| will not speak in his name any more.”

Then there seemed ta be a fire burning in my
heart,

imprisoned in my bones.

The effort to restrain it wearied me,

| could not bear it.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Response:
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord my God.

@ 0O God, you are my God, for you | long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for vou
like a dry, weary land without water. {R.)

redem ﬁffwist
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@ So | gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. (R.)

@ So | will bless you all my life,
in your name | will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)

@ For you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings | rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. (R.)

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.

Think of God's mercy, my brothers, and
worship him, | beg you, in a way that is
worthy of thinking beings, by offering

your living bodies as a holy sacrifice, truly
pleasing to God. Do not model yourselves on
the behaviour of the world around you, but
let your behaviour change, modelled by your
new mind. This is the only way to discover
the will of God and know what is good, what
it is that God wants, what is the perfect thing
to do.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,

so that we can see

what hope his call holds for us.
Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

Jesus began to make it clear to his disciples
that he was destined to go to Jerusalem

and suffer grievously at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, to be
put to death and to be raised up on the third
day. Then, taking him aside, Peter started

to remonstrate with him. “Heaven preserve
you, Lord,” he said. “This must not happen
to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get
behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle in my
path, because the way you think is not God's
way but man's.”

Then Jesus said to his disciples. “If anyone
wants to be a follower of mine, let him
renounce himself and take up his cross and
follow me. For anyone who wants to save his
life will lose it; but anyone who loses his life
for my sake will find it. What, then, will a man
gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his
life? Or what has a man to offer in exchange
for this life?

“For the Son of Man is going to come in the
glory of his Father with his angels, and, when
he does, he will reward each one according
to his behaviour.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

30 August 2020 Year A « Psalter Week 2 |
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

PROFESSION OF FAITH
[ believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

| believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before ail ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

| believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.

1 confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins

and | look forward to the resurrection of the
dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May this sacred offering, O Lord,

confer on us always the blessing of salvation,
that what it celebrates in mystery

it may accomplish in power.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMURNION ANTIPHON
How great is the goodness, Lord,
that you keep for those who fear you.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Renewed by this bread from the heavenly
table,

we beseech you, Lord,

that, being the food of charity,

it may confirm our hearts

and stir us to serve you in our neighbour.

Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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“The splendour of the rose and the whiteness
of the lily

do not rob the little violet of its scent nor the
daisy of its simple charm.

If every tiny flower wanted to be a rose,
spring would lose its loveliness.”

St Therése of Lisieux

Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu; +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin.
Commentary by Fr Anthony Cassidy CSsR. The English translation of the Entrance and Communion Antiphons, Collect, Prayer over the Offerings,
Gloria, Profession of Faith and Prayer after Communion are taken from The Roman Missal, @ 2010 International Commission of English in the
Liturav Cornoration. Jeruealem Bible version of the scrintures © Darton. Lonaman & Todd Ltd. and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial Psalms are



